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Jewels for the Greenspace
Reenvisioning the Harold Avenue Greenspace

To look through a glass-bottom 
boat. Animals, plants, insects—
all these critters are living, 
hiding, eating, fighting, mating, 
basking on a sunny limb with 
squinted eyes, existing totally 
separate from us. And that’s a 
thought worth contemplating. 

The Harold Avenue Greenspace 
gives a window into the culture 
of the Frazer Forest.

It sounds different here. Smells 
different. Looks different. It’s not 
a people place. A quick glance at 
light beams through the trees de-
lights with its beauty. A longer, 

Street view, as it currently exists.

Street view, as proposed in this digitally altered photograph by Smart Landscapes. 

The Harold Avenue Greenspace is a mulchy, damp end to Muriel 
as it turns the corner to Harold Avenue. It is a weedy lot inaccessible 
behind a wood railing. Why would we stop here? There’s no path, no 
steps, no sports field, only a power line stretching into the forest, 
taunting us as it disappears from view, leaving us behind. Why stop 
here?  The value of the Harold Avenue Greenspace, which the City has 
designated a passive greenspace under the stewardship of the Lake 
Claire neighborhood, may not be obvious in our hyper-connected, in-
stant-delivery world. So why stop?

show their furry faces here when 
we peer over the edge into the 
dappled light, a friendly raccoon 
just might be gazing back, or the 
startling eyes of an owl, or the 
soft shape of a rabbit. Wait qui-
etly and look, and be rewarded 
with the flickering dance of small 
wings among the branches. You 
may not love it more than your 
iPhone’s new screensaver, but it 
will give you something new to 
post to Twitter.

Undisturbed for many years, 
the three lots of the Harold 
Avenue Greenspace were un-
der consideration for private 
development in the early 2000s. 
Through negotiations among 
the City, development interests, 
and the neighborhood, these 
lots were transferred to City 
ownership in 2007, with the 
understanding that Lake Claire 
would take responsibility for this 
ecologically strategic land. Lake 
Claire celebrated its newest gem 
in style with a street dance and 

GREENSPACE cont’d on page 3
Partial planting plan for a butterfly garden at the 
Harold Avenue Greenspace.

quieter look 
can still our 
souls and lead 
our minds in a 
new way. This 
forest edge at-
tracts plenty 
of wildlife. The 
t o p o g r a p h y , 
with its eye-
level hillside 
and overview 
of the spring-
fed creek, gives 
prime vantage 
points for 
o b s e r v a t i o n . 
It’s our own 
neighborhood 
branch of Zoo 
Atlanta. And 
while pandas 
are unlikely to 
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Plumb Works has been serving 
Atlanta for over 20 years.

404.496.5861
www.plumbworksinc.com
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Bacteria, Chlorine, Lead, 

Mercury, Radon, Asbestos, 
Arsenic, Parasites, 

Pesticides, Herbicides...

These are commonly 
found in our drinking 
water and even in 

bottled water. 

How can you be sure your family is safe? 
��������������������������������������������������

For the same price or less as buying bottled 
������������������������������������������������������
and know that your water is safe. Filters last an 

average of 3 years, so you continue to save!

$50 Off a Filtration System Or
$50 Off on Any Service!

See More Specials at plumbworksinc.com

Save $500 or More Per Year & Get Peace of Mind!

Harold Ave Native Plants Wish List
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Lake Claire Officers for 2010
President: Glenn Frankel, president@lakeclaire.org
VP, Communications: Tish Ganey, comm@lakeclaire.org
VP, Environment: Elise Cormier, environment@lakeclaire.org
VP, Finance: Cara Stevens, treasurer@lakeclaire.org
VP, Safety: Jennifer Horn, safety@lakeclaire.org
VP, Zoning: Dan White, zoning@lakeclaire.org
NPU Rep: Kathy Evans, npu@lakeclaire.org; alternate: 
Jennifer Sams

Clarion Newsletter Staff
Editor: Heidi Hill, editor@lakeclaire.org
Advertising: VACANT
Distribution: Katie Brady, distribution@lakeclaire.org
Layout: Tim Harrison, layout@lakeclaire.org
Webmaster: Tish Ganey, comm@lakeclaire.org

The Clarion is published monthly. The deadline for 
advertising and editorial consideration is the 15th of 
the month preceding publication.

Lake Claire Neighbors
P.O. Box 5942     Atlanta, GA 31107     (404) 236-9526

Visit www.lakeclaire.org to sign up for the newscasts—timely updates on happenings in Lake Claire!

along the street edge are a comfortable 
distance from the bird bath and butter-
fly rocks, inviting shy animals to linger 
in plain sight. The existing stump circle 
and basketball goal remain clear of new 
plantings to give room for impromptu 
gatherings and foul balls. Overlooks 
along the existing Boy Scouts’ fence 
give opportunities for us to “press our 
noses to the glass” and peer into the 
beyond.

It’s time to call out the helping hands! 
Lake Claire will host a planting day in 
upcoming weeks to begin decorating 
the Harold Avenue Greenspace with 
its new jewels. Work will continue in 
the spring and in the years ahead. 
Future plans include posting interpre-
tive signage to highlight features of the 
greenspace. If you’d like to be a part of it 
all, come out and dig, donate a plant, or 
offer to help with interpretive signage. 
If you have questions, contact the non-
official greenspace crew (Roger Swift, 
Dan White, and Kathy Evans) or Elise 
Cormier, the Lake Claire environmen-
tal officer and planting plan designer, 
at the next neighborhood meeting or 
via email or telephone. We look forward 
to seeing you at the greenspace, gazing 
into the mist of the Frazer Forest and 
seeing it in a new light.

—Elise Cormier

Editor’s note: Visit www.lakeclaire.org 
for photos of the work Lake Claire has 
had done in the Frazer Forest this year.

GREENSPACE (continued from page 1)

live music, and then began the process 
of ecologically integrating the nascent 
greenspace with the Frazer Forest at 
its backdoor. 

Invasive species have mostly been 
cleared, thanks to neighborhood ef-
forts, and the land is ready for the 
native ecosystem to return. The battle 
with invasive species will continue, 
as kudzu, privet, mahonia, nandina, 
liriope, and Japanese stilt grass are re-
lentless competitors, and animals bring 
new seeds to the greenspace from Lake 
Claire yards. However, native plant-
ings help bring the ecosystem back into 
equilibrium, giving local plants a head 
start. With ongoing care (and your help 
in removing invasive plants from your 
own yards), this site can be completely 
transformed. 

A new planting plan is ready for in-
stallation, with plants chosen to mimic 
naturally occurring plant communities 
in the Piedmont physiographic region. 
These plants provide food, shelter, and 
nesting areas for forest creatures, from 
simple chickadees to swooping owls. 
Fruit-producing trees offer tasty treats 
for foxes and raccoons, yet will be lo-
cated away from vehicle traffic so as to 
not lure critters to dangerous places. 
Along the sunny street edge, life’s pace 
quickens, with colorful perennials and 
a variety of native shrubs in interesting 
shapes and hues. These sunnier plants 
are key food and shelter providers for 
birds, butterflies, and bees. Benches 

Safety Report
September–October 2010

Car theft/burglary
Thursday 9/16 (3:45–4:30 pm)—

1900 block Tuxedo Ave. NE 
1994 Ford Econoline, GA Tag# 

BHA5616
Victim works at location. Witness 

advised she saw suspects enter the 
vehicle and drive it to the end of the 
street before fleeing on foot. Victim 
located and advised no damage was 
done, but his wallet was stolen from 
inside. Victim stated the keys were 
left inside the vehicle and the doors 

were unlocked. Victim took possession of his vehicle at the 
scene.  

Suspects: B/M, mohawk, wearing red shirt, blue jeans; 
B/M wearing plaid shirt, blue jeans; 2 B/Ms wearing white 
shirts and blue jeans.  

Carjacking/car theft
Sunday 10/3 (11:05–11:30 pm)—200 block Mathews 

Ave. NE 
1998 Ford Explorer, GA Tag# BIM0340
1993 Honda Accord, GA Tag# BMG0755
Victim advised he was getting out of his vehicle when 

he noticed suspect vehicle pass him. He stated suspect 
vehicle then made a U-turn, and suspect exited from the 
backseat of the vehicle pointing what appeared to be a gun 
in his face. Victim attempted to run, but suspect grabbed 
him and struck him several times on top of the head and in 
the ear with the apparent gun. Suspect snatched victim’s 
keys and fled in victim’s vehicle. Victim refused medical 
treatment. 

On 10/4/2010, a supplement was done. Victim’s daugh-
ter called police to report her vehicle stolen from the loca-
tion. Victim’s daughter stated her car key was on the key 
ring that was taken when her father was robbed. Victims 
believe suspects returned and stole the other vehicle also.

Carjacking victim: W/M, 56 YOA, lives at location. 
Weapon: Gun (possibly). Suspect: B/M, 6’00”, 180lbs. Sus-
pect vehicle: Silver four-door sedan.

Abandoned car
Wednesday 10/6 (5:09 am)—2000 block DeKalb Ave. 

NE
1994 Honda Accord
Police responded to location on an abandoned auto. 

Upon verifying the vehicle’s information, it was con-
firmed stolen out of Sandy Springs, GA, on 9/27/2010. 
Vehicle was impounded and taken to Buckhead Tow-
ing. Vehicle removed from system as stolen.
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Mark Your Calendar
November
2 Election Day

6 Annual Barbeque and Kids 
Fest at Epworth Church. Tickets 
are on sale now through the 
church office or any member of 
the church, or at Epworth Day 
School.

6–7 Second annual Pirate 
Weekend, Fernbank Museum. 
Hours: 10 am to 2 pm on Saturday 
and noon to 4 pm on Sunday. 
Activities include a Recycled 
Craft Corner, where kids can 
make their own swords and hats 
out of newsprint; a Pirate Name 
Generator; temporary tattoos; 
a limbo contest; and a museum 
scavenger hunt. Included with 

museum admission and free 
for members. For tickets, 
call (404) 929-6400 or visit 
www.fernbankmuseum.org. 

7 Montessori In Town open 
house, Grant Park campus, 
750 Glenwood Avenue at 
Glen Castle, 1 pm. The AMI-
accredited Montessori school 
invites families to learn more 
about its Primary program, for 
children between 2 1⁄2 and 6 years 
of age. For further information 
about upcoming events or to 
download an application, visit 
www.montessoriintown.com. 
To RSVP for the open house or 
to schedule an observation, call 
(404) 784-1038.

7 Daylight Saving Time ends

11 Veterans 
Day

12 Opening 
of Seamless at 
One Twelve 
G a l l e r y , 
Inman Park, 
7–9 pm. The 
show presents 
textile works 
by four 
artists—Clay 
M c L a u r i n , 
Sonya Yong 
James, Junco 
Sato Pollack, 
and Glen 
K a u f m a n —
and focuses 
on works that 
t r a n s c e n d 
the boundary 
between craft 
and fine art, 
m i g r a t i n g 
freely between 
the home and 
the gallery. 

The artists’ reception is free and 
open to the public. The show will 
run through January 16, 2011. 
One Twelve Gallery is located 
inside City Church Eastside, in 
Suite 5 of the Stove Works lofts, 
at 112 Krog St., Atlanta, 30307. 
For more information, visit www. 
onetwelvegallery.com.

13 Oakhurst Cooperative 
Preschool’s 2010 Auction Jubilee, 
All Souls Fellowship, Decatur, 
3–6 pm.

14 New Balance Girls on the 
Run-Atlanta 5K, AYSA-Arizona 
Soccer Complex, Kirkwood. 
Race starts at 9 am, followed 
by a family festival featuring 
vendors, food, and music. To 
register for the race, go to 
www.girlsontherunatlanta.org/
calendar-events/gotr-5k-race-
info. Fee is $25 and includes a 
long-sleeve T-shirt, a goody bag, 

Vote for 
Lake Claire Neighbors

Executive Committee Officers!

Nominations for Lake Claire officers for 2011 have been 
submitted. Come to the LCN meeting on November 18 to 
vote on the following positions (current nominations are 
listed):

President: Sarah Wynn
VP, Zoning: Dan White OR Kevin Tomson-Hooper
VP, Finance: Cara Stevens
VP, Environment: Robby Handley
VP, Safety: NO NOMINATION
VP, Communications: Heidi Hill
VP, Fun[d]raising: Cynthia Baer
VP, Planning [NPU rep]: Kathy Evans; Jennifer Sams, 

alternate

and healthy munchies. Walkers 
and strollers are welcome. A Tot 
Trot will begin at 9:50 am (no 
fee, no T-shirt). 

18 Lake Claire Neighbors 
meeting, 7:00 pm, Frazer Center 
atrium, 1815 S. Ponce de Leon 
(back entrance is at end of 
Ridgewood Road).

21 26th Annual Inman Park 
Cooperative Preschool Holiday 
Sale & Auction, Inman Park 
Trolley Barn, 3–7 pm.

25 Thanksgiving Day

December 
3  Beyond Fair Trade event and 
sale, City Church Eastside, 6–9 
pm.
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Disability/Worker’s Compensation Attorneys 
The Help You Need When You Need It Most 

404-467-9017

Neighborhood Volunteer Positions Open     
You are needed!

Help Keep the Neighborhood 
Informed and Connected by 
Working for the Clarion

Our neighborhood newsletter may be 
just twelve pages long, but we on the 
Clarion staff strive to fill its pages with 
stories, photos, and valuable informa-
tion you want to read, see, and know. 
Each month, we coordinate with adver-
tisers old and new, gather and write 
stories, take photos, lay out the paper 
in a pleasing design, and distribute it 
to you. So many people are involved, 
and they’re what keep this little paper 
going.

We are currently seeking another 
person to join our team. Our adver-
tising volunteer, Emily Veazey, who 
has been working hard at this job for 
three years, must move on after this 
issue. If you are interested in taking 
her place, please email Heidi at 
editor@lakeclaire.org. The job takes 
just a couple of hours each month, but 
it’s the most critical piece of this pa-
per—without our advertisers, we could 
not keep printing or, in turn, earning 
money for the neighborhood. A brief “job 

description” for the advertising position is 
listed above.

Finally, we’ll soon need a new editor 
for the Clarion as well. I will be moving 
on to a new role with the neighborhood 
and hope to hand over this wonderful job 
to someone else in January 2011. If inter-
ested, or to learn more about what the job 
can be, email me at editor@lakeclaire.org. 

Thank you, neighbors!
—Heidi Hill

What Does the Clarion 
Ad Volunteer Do?

• Answers questions from 
potential advertisers

• Creates a monthly spreadsheet 
of ads to be included in the 
paper

• Compiles and emails new ad 
files to the layout designer

• Creates and sends out invoices
• Follows up with advertisers 

when payments haven’t been 
made

• Estimated monthly hours: 3

What? $20

How? Mail a check to Lake Claire 
Neighbors, a�n: Treasurer, P.O. 
Box 5942, Atlanta, GA 31107, or 
go to www.lakeclaire.org/lcn/

members.htm.

Why? Help your neighborhood 
associa�on clean up green-  

spaces, install signs, organize 
community events, and publish 

the Clarion.

When? Today!  

It’s not too late 
to pay your 

dues!
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Update on Residential/Neighborhood Parking Enforcement
The City of Atlanta Department 

of Public Works and PARKat-
lanta are modernizing the city’s 
parking operations to improve 
convenience, access, fairness, 
and service for city motorists, 
residents, businesses, and visi-
tors. PARKatlanta has begun to 
respond to complaints/requests 
for parking enforcement in all 
areas, including commercial 
and residential areas. Parking 
enforcement will be resourced in 
a greater amount than in recent 
years, serving as an additional 
resource to the Atlanta Police De-
partment.

 We want to inform you about 
three key items related to this 
program: state and municipal 
parking regulations, additional 
town hall meetings in the next few 
weeks, and PARKatlanta’s plan 
to further help communities ac-
climate to the program.

State and Municipal Park-
ing Regulations

Atlanta. These meetings will 
be located and scheduled to ac-
commodate as many citizens as 
possible. We will send further 
information about locations and 
times as soon as venues are con-
fi rmed.

Residential Parking Permit 
Program

PARKatlanta is responsible for 
enforcing the current Residential 
Permit Program in applicable 
areas. If you reside within a resi-
dential parking permitted area, 
we encourage you to maintain 
a current permit.  Residential 
Parking Permits may be ob-
tained from Atlanta City Hall, 
Department of Public Works, 
Offi ce of the Commissioner, at 55 
Trinity Avenue SW, Atlanta, GA 
30303. For more information on 
the Residential Parking Permit 
Program, please call (404) 330-
6240, or send an email to publicwo
rks@atlantaga.gov.

Additional Information

On October 2, more than one 
hundred people walked our 
streets, enjoying a spectacular 
fall day and a handful of truly 
special Lake Claire homes and 
gardens. Thanks to the hard 
work of the Lake Claire Home 
& Garden Tour committee, the 
home and garden owners, the 
sponsors, and the neighbors who 
volunteered, as well as the par-
ticipation of our guests, we were 
able to raise $4,041.70 for Clif-
ton Sanctuary Ministries and for 
greenspace improvements and 
other projects in the neighbor-
hood. The proceeds will be split 
evenly, with $2,020.85 going to 
Clifton.

The Lake Claire Home & Garden Tour: A Tremendous Success!
This event could not have been 

the success it was without the 
following people:

The homeowners who par-
ticipated in the tour. Thank 
you for opening your homes and 
outdoor spaces to not just your 
neighbors but to Atlantans far 
and wide, and to some visitors 
who traveled even farther. 

The sponsors who sup-
ported the tour. Thank you to 
our Gold sponsors (Arizona Pub, 
City Issue, Cynthia Baer/Keller 
Williams, EcoAqua, Proper Me-
dium, and Red Level Renova-
tions), Silver sponsors (Cloche 
Gardens, Courtesy Cleaners, 
McElreath & Stevens Attorneys, 

sor Proper Medium, for all Web 
design and video work for www.l
akeclairehometour.com and pho-
tography for the website and tour 
guide; and Ulrich Brinkmann, of 
Ulrich Brinkmann Photography, 
for photography for the website 
and tour guide. 

Donald Long and the men at 
Clifton Sanctuary Ministries.
Thank you for always being on 
hand to help with whatever was 
needed and providing the tour 
committee with a staging ground 
on the day of the event.

The Lake Claire Commu-
nity Land Trust. Thank you for 
partnering with the wider neigh-
borhood to help us pull off the 
tour and providing much-needed 
and appreciated food and enter-
tainment after the tour.

The Home & Garden Tour 
committee. The core group of 
nine worked tirelessly over four 
months to organize the event, 
under the leadership of Mary 
Williams. Thanks go to Cynthia 
Baer, Dan Hanlon, Heidi Hill, 
Tedra Hobson, Allyson Mc-
Carthy, Cara Stevens, Angela 
Vaughn, Blake Williams, and 
Mary Williams. 

The tour committee also wishes 
to thank councilmember Natalyn 
Archibong, who provided seed 
money for this event, and LCN 
president Glenn Frankel, who 
supported us mightily along the 
way. And fi nally, a big thanks 
to all the volunteers and ticket 
buyers! We hope to see you again 
next year! 

—Heidi Hill, for the Lake 
Claire Home & Garden Tour 
committee

Moon Bros. Architects, Smart 
Landscapes, and Thrive Homes), 
and Bronze sponsors (Chelsea 
Morning Home, Digs Atlanta 
Real Estate, Silverton Mortgage, 
and TME Designs). And a hearty 
thank-you to those who were not 
merely sponsors but also hard-
working committee members: 
Cynthia Baer, Blake Williams, 
Dan Hanlon, Mary Williams, and 
Allyson McCarthy.

The neighbors who donated 
their considerable skills (and 
much time and effort). Spe-
cifi cally, thanks go to Hannah 
Cross, of Hannah Cross Studio, 
for all print graphic design work; 
Blake Williams, of Gold spon-

PARKatlanta has the respon-
sibility to enforce parking regu-
lations, including state parking 
laws citywide. These state regu-
lations were established to impact 
quality of life, protect citizens, 
and prevent safety hazards. Ex-
amples of these regulations 
include parking in a crosswalk, 
parking too close to an intersec-
tion, parking on a sidewalk, and 
blocking or parking too close 
to fi re hydrants. Please review 
these regulations by visiting 
www.parkatlanta.org, and please be 
mindful that municipal signage 
for parking rules will prevail over 
the state regulations.  

Town Hall Meetings
The City of Atlanta Depart-

ment of Public Works and PAR-
Katlanta will be hosting a series 
of Community Town Hall meetings 
in the next few weeks. These 
meetings will take place in 
Northeast, Southeast, South-
west, Northwest, and Intown 

You will begin to see signs post-
ed on the streets in your neigh-
borhood where applicable. PAR-
Katlanta will also issue warning 
citations and distribute parking 
education fl yers for a period of 
two weeks prior to full enforce-
ment.  

 To fi nd out more about the 
City’s parking program and 
regulations, we encourage you to 
visit the PARKatlanta website at 
www.parkatlanta.org. 

—Department of Public Works 
and PARKatlanta

Editor’s note: On September 
23, 2010, Valencia Hudson, pub-
lic safety liaison for Natalyn Ar-
chibong, posted to the Lake Claire 
Neighborhood Watch group a list 
of the primary violations being 
issued by PARKatlanta. If you 
would like a copy of this list, 
email editor@lakeclaire.org.
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The 2010 year has been quite a busy one for the staff and volunteers 
of Clifton Sanctuary Ministries, as over two hundred men have been 
served in new and varied ways. On Sunday, October 17, the staff, the 
guests, and volunteers from across metro Atlanta gathered at Pleas-
ant Hill Presbyterian Church in Duluth to celebrate the achievements 
of fifty-one incredible program graduates and the contributions of vol-
unteers and organizations to the success of Clifton Sanctuary.  

The program began with Mark Matthews, the master of ceremonies 
and a former Clifton guest, sharing a poem he’s written about his 
journey back to independent living:

I Don’t Regret a Mile

I’ve dreamed many a dream that’s never come true.
I’ve seen them vanish at dawn.
But enough of my dreams have come true
To make me keep dreaming on.
 
I’ve prayed many a prayer that seemed no answer would come,
Though I’d waited so patient and long
But enough answers have come to my prayers
To help me keep praying on.

I’ve sown many a seed that fallen by the wayside,
For the birds to feed upon
But I’ve held enough golden fruit in my hands
To cause me to keep sowing on.

I’ve trusted many a friend that’s failed me
And left me to cry alone.
But enough of my friends have been true
To make me keep trusting on.

I’ve drained the cup of disappointment and pain
And gone many a day without song.
But I’ve sipped enough nectar from the roses of life
To make me want to live on.

After former guests Graylin Covington, Alvin Bailey, and David 
Allen spoke about the care, encouragement, and respect they had 
received at Clifton and Joe’s Place and how their lives have been 
changed as a result, fifty-one gentlemen were honored for accomplish-
ing their goals at Clifton and returning to independent living.

Cherie King, Clifton board member and Mary Lin Foundation presi-
dent, presented each of the 2010 graduates at the dinner with a gift 
bag prepared by Brownie Troop #29359 from Mary Lin Elementary.   
The twenty-two third graders assembled the gift bags and decorated 
each one with the help of their troop leader, Kelly Crutcher, and other 
parents. Included in each bag were the following items and message:

Celebrating Thirty-One Years of Night Hospitality! 

We wish you all the best on your journey. Here are some small items to help 
you on your way…

 A Toothbrush & Toothpaste—to keep you smiling!
Hand Sanitizer—for clean hands (and a pure heart)
A First Aid Kit—to heal wounds and give you comfort
A Lint Roller—keep on rolling and look your best!
Tissues—for tears of joy (and sad moments too)
A Notebook & Pen—to make your mark!
Trail Mix—a handy snack for your new adventure!

  The BB&T Buckhead branch was honored as the Corporate Volunteer 
of the Year for assisting Clifton with banking and credit card services. 
The branch has also provided new appliances, outdoor furniture, and 
linens for Joe’s Place.

Northwest Presbyterian Church was honored as the Congregation 
of the Year for increasing its level of financial support this year, for 
inviting Clifton speakers to its religious education classes to talk 
about homelessness, and for conducting a suit and sport coat drive for 
Clifton’s Dress for Success program.

Brad Michalove was recognized as the Individual Volunteer of the 
Year for his almost daily service on the board of directors as the trea-
surer. Brad lives in Candler Park, but Clifton has become a second 
home to him with the number of hours he dedicates to the needs of 
the shelter.

Prince Davies-Venn, staff chaplain and case manager, was also 
recognized for his ten years of employment at Clifton. The number of 
lives that Prince has touched and uplifted in these last ten years is 
incalculable. 

The evening’s celebration of achievement, success, and generosity 
sent everyone in the room back out into the world with overflowing 
hope and joy. What a wonderful graduation and anniversary party!

—Sarah Wynn

Clifton Sanctuary Ministries is a nonprofit organization at 369 Connecticut 
Avenue that provides shelter and nurture to men seeking to overcome home-
lessness. To donate or to learn more, visit www.cliftonsanctuary.com or call 
Alice Jenkins, executive director, at (404) 373-3253.
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Family Owned and Operated 

Full Service - Dry cleaning, 
Laundry, Expert Alterations, 

Comforters, Leather & 
Suede, Rugs, Shoe Repair, 

Wedding Gowns, Fur 
Cleaning / Storing, more...  

Convenient Location
1850 Dekalb Ave  
Monday - Friday 
7am to 6:30pm

Saturday 9am to 4pm  
404-378-5777

News from 
Mary Lin Elementary School

Ritter holds a PhD in counseling 
from Georgia State University, 
where she specialized in child 
and family counseling. She is 
the author of Come Play with 
Me! and conducts workshops and 
classes for parents, teachers, and 
caregivers. 

Dr. Brian Mitchell, Mary Lin’s 
principal, first talked with Dr. 
Ritter about collaborating two 
years ago, and last year Dr. 
Ritter began working with Dr. 
Mitchell, assistant principal 
Mary Benton, and school coun-
selor Brenda Stroman. One of Dr. 
Ritter’s first steps was to gather 
information from the teachers 
and staff about the nature of any 
bullying issues present at Mary 
Lin. Over the summer, Dr. Ritter 
reviewed the survey results, and 
after more interviews with teach-
ers and consultations with staff, 
she and Dr. Mitchell committed 
to launching a program entitled 
“You Can’t Say You Can’t Play.” 
This program is based on the 

work of MacArthur Fellowship 
(Genius Grant) recipient Vivian 
Gussin Paley. 

During Back to School Night 
in September, Dr. Ritter was 
introduced to parents and de-
scribed the concept of “You can’t 
say you can’t play,” explaining 
that students are taught that 
they are not to exclude other 
students from their play and are 
given strategies to implement 
the policy. The goal is to build 
courageous kids and to empower 
students in a positive way. Dr. 
Ritter and Dr. Mitchell have al-
ready visited all the classrooms 
to introduce the program to the 
students, and Dr. Ritter will be-
gin working more in depth with 
the kindergarten classrooms 
this fall. The partnership will 
continue this year as the school 
works to expand its multifaceted 
approach to preventing bullying 
in all forms.

—Mary Jo Bryan 

Life outdoors
begins with
sustainable
design
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��������� ���������� ����������

Élise Cormier, RLA
landscape architect
& environmental consultant

www.smartlandscapes.net 
404.309.5889   hello@smartlandscapes.net 

Mary Lin has long embraced 
an anti-bullying policy, but this 
year the school is going one step 
further, partnering with Inman 

Park resident Dr. Kelli Ritter to 
promote a school-wide pro-peace 
climate that will foster inclusion 
and discourage bullying. Dr. 
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The 26th Annual Inman Park 
Cooperative Preschool Holiday 
Sale & Auction to Be Held Nov 21
Event to Take Place at the 
Inman Park Trolley Barn 
from 3 to 7 pm

An intown Atlanta tradition, 
the Inman Park Cooperative 
Preschool “Growing Up Green” 
Holiday Sale & Auction is part 
party, part fund-raiser, part 
reunion, and part shopping ex-
perience. This year marks the 
twenty-sixth anniversary of 

IPCP’s auction, which has gone 
from being a tiny affair raising 
$3,000 in 1984 to this year’s gala 
event. With both a silent and a 
live auction, attendees will have 
the opportunity to bid on all sorts 
of items and services, like res-
taurant gift certificates, fitness 
classes, architectural consulta-
tions, weekend getaways, and 
more. The school will also be 
raffling off a three-course dinner 
for four with celebrity chef Tracy 

9

Join the Oakhurst Cooperative 
Preschool community at its fall 
fund-raiser, the OCP Auction 
Jubilee, on Saturday, November 
13, from 3 to 6 pm, at All Souls 
Fellowship in Decatur. This no-
cost, family-friendly event is 
open to all, and a wonderful way 
to spend a fall day, with both a si-
lent and a live auction, activities 
for the kids, and live music by the 
Beans. 

Silent auction items include 
original work from local artists, 
unique handcrafted apparel and 
gifts, children’s toys, vacation 
home rentals, gift certificates 

Oakhurst Cooperative Preschool 
Invites Neighbors to Its 
Annual Auction Jubilee on Nov 13

from Decatur and intown Atlanta 
restaurants and shops, and more. 
The live auction portion will fea-
ture five children’s class projects 
as well as a number of special big-
ticket items.

All proceeds from the auction 
go directly to special projects at 
OCP, including its tuition as-
sistance program. Admission to 
the Auction Jubilee is free; to 
preregister to bid at the event, 
go to www.oakhurstcoop.com. 
Questions may be directed to 
ocpauction@gmail.com.

Oakhurst Cooperative Pre-
school (OCP) is a nonprofit, par-
ent-teacher co-op established 
in2005. The school was founded 
with the goal of creating a diverse 
community that is united through 
its commitment to parental in-
volvement in education, teach-
ing the whole child, and being 
a green preschool. The student 
body has close ties with many 
area neighborhoods, including 
Decatur, Oakhurst, Winnona 
Park, Candler Park, Lake Claire, 
Druid Hills, Virginia-Highland/
Morningside, East Lake, and 
Kirkwood. To learn more, visit 
www.oakhurstcoop.com.

—Heidi Hill

Come bid on one-of-a-kind 
items and enjoy an after-
noon of family fun

Nailor, as well as 
a fire truck ride.

Admission to 
the IPCP annual 
Holiday Sale 
& Auction is 
FREE. Auction 
proceeds support 
the preschool by 
providing books, 
toys, and edu-
cational materi-
als, maintain-
ing the school’s 
award-winning 
greenspace, and 
supporting schol-
arship programs.

— A n g e l a 
Vaughn
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Led by Glenn Frankel
Attended by 23 neighbors (5 officers) 
and 5 guests
Minutes recorded by Heidi Hill

Glenn Frankel, president of Lake 
Claire Neighbors, opened the meet-
ing at 7:05 pm by asking for addi-
tions to the meeting agenda. Trace 
Haythorn, executive director of the 
Frazer Center, asked to be added. 
Glenn then invited the gathered 
to introduce themselves by name 
and street. A neighbor who works 
for public radio asked if she could 
interview individual neighbors after 
the meeting for a story on electricity 
rates and the Georgia Power rate 
hike.

1) MARTA Mobility bus up-
date. Trace Haythorn spoke first, 
giving a follow-up on the conversa-
tions between the Frazer Center 
and MARTA on the Mobility bus 
traffic in the neighborhood. He said 
that at its peak, MARTA was send-
ing 40 buses through the center, for 
a total of 160 passes a day. A new 
schedule and new routes have been 
set, with no more than five to eight 
buses passing through the center a 
day. This schedule is expected to 
take effect in the coming weeks. 

Haythorn also gave an update on 
a recent performance in the Cator 
Woolford Gardens that took neigh-
bors on Lakeshore and staff at the 
garden and the center by surprise. 
The center has since reached out to 
the Lakeshore neighbors and invited 
them to help manage such disrup-
tions, as well as invasive plants in 
the Frazer Forest. With a new policy 
on noise control, the center does not 
anticipate further issues.

In closing, Haythorn mentioned 
that he had recently spoken with 
the police precinct in DeKalb Coun-
ty, who agreed to patrol the center 
on weekends, which will benefit the 
neighborhood as well.

A neighbor, Kevin Tomson-
Hooper, asked Haythorn about 
buses staging outside the center. 
He said he had spoken to drivers 
idling on the curb and told them 
they were not supposed to stage 
along Ridgewood, but they acted as 
if they did not know this. Could this 
be addressed in the conversations 
with MARTA? He added that the 
neighborhood liaison group would 
welcome an opportunity to sit in on 
one of the meetings.

Another neighbor, Katie Brady, 
added that the buses idle for up to 
forty-five minutes, while the drivers 
stand outside and talk on their cell 
phones.

Haythorn responded that the keys 
to resolving this issue are talking to 
the drivers and helping identify an 
appropriate off-site staging area.

Tomson-Hooper offered two stag-
ing suggestions: the parking lot of 
Clifton Sanctuary Ministries and 
the Candler Park MARTA station 
lot.

Neighbor Emily Veazey asked 
if they could stage in the garden’s 
parking lot. Haythorn said the prob-
lem with that was the instability of 
the road between the center and the 
garden, and it would also depend on 

the time of day.
Another neighbor asked what 

staging was. Haythorn explained 
that it was what diesel buses had 
to do between pickups. Neighbor 
Kathy Evans asked why the buses 
had to wait at the center rather than 
at their next destination. Haythorn 
said it was a good question, but he 
didn’t know the answer. He added 
that they’d come a long way in re-
solving the issues with the buses, 
but know they still have a ways to 
go.

Glenn invited concerned neigh-
bors to follow up with the Tomson-
Hoopers or Trace Haythorn.

2) Home & Garden Tour wrap-
up. Glenn thanked the tour commit-
tee members and neighborhood vol-
unteers for their efforts. I was asked 
to give a brief postmortem. The 
event was more successful that the 
committee had hoped, raising over 
$4,000 for the neighborhood and for 
Clifton Sanctuary Ministries. The 

Lake Claire Neighbors Meeting: October Minutes
October 21, 2010

cia Hudson, public safety liaison for 
councilmember Natalyn Archibong, 
was invited to speak. She said they 
were working on finding funds to 
repair Lake Claire Park. Almeta 
had been repaired, and a request for 
a four-way stop at McLendon and 
Ridgewood was being reviewed by 
the Department of Public Works.

A neighbor asked about the analy-
sis that had been done for a pro-
posed speed bump on Ridgewood. 
Hudson said it was determined that 
the speeding wasn’t great enough to 
warrant a speed bump. Buses and 
ambulances that travel to the Fraz-
er Center were also a consideration.

Kevin Tomson-Hooper asked 
when Ridgewood would be paved. 
It was ground down the weekend of 
October 2. Hudson said she would 
find out. Another neighbor asked 
about high water bills. Hudson said 
they would eventually go down.

A neighbor asked how much it 
would cost to repair Lake Claire 

a certain number of the forty-three 
call lines are for nonemergency 
calls.

Glenn asked Kathy Evans to give 
background on the specific neigh-
borhood concerns. Kathy said that 
neighbors in emergency situations 
had experienced technical delays. 
In one case, a family had a medi-
cal emergency, and the ambulance 
never arrived. Thornberry said that 
if it was a call from a cell phone, it 
would have been routed to the clos-
est call center and then transferred 
to the appropriate center. Valencia 
Hudson said in this particular case, 
the family kept getting bounced 
back and forth between DeKalb and 
Atlanta and ended up taking the 
child to the hospital.

Kathy mentioned another recent 
case of a person being attacked and 
having trouble with 911.

Another representative of 911 
Communications said that with 
EMS calls, because we live on the 
border of DeKalb and Atlanta, there 
might be confusion as to which is the 
right call center. In the first case, 
the father asked to be transferred 
but had originally been routed to 
the right center.

A neighbor asked about the num-
ber given for 911 calls from a cell 
phone. The representative said that 
the ten-digit number [(404) 658-
6666—Ed.] was created specifically 
for alarm calls, but you still have to 
give your location first when calling 
from a cell phone, whether calling 
911 or the ten-digit number. Your 
location comes up only if you’re on a 
landline phone.

Another neighbor asked about 
Internet phone calls. The represen-
tative said that if you use VoIP, you 
must transfer your locations so the 
correct location pops up.

Thornberry returned to the case 
where the neighbor was robbed 
and the police showed up late. She 
explained that the call takers and 
dispatchers involved had all made 
mistakes. All four had been sus-
pended for their actions. The other 
911 representative added that the 
incident was not a training issue, 
but a matter of the call takers try-
ing to get off the phone at the end of 
their shift.

A neighbor expressed concern 
about the fact that EMS calls are 
handled differently than police calls 
and serviced by different places. 
She suggested that there are ways 
to keep critical errors from happen-
ing, even if it means changing the 
boundaries of the call centers.

Hudson offered that call takers 
should wait to make sure a trans-
fer is correct before disconnecting. 
Atlanta stays on the line, but other 
jurisdictions should as well.

A neighbor asked for advice on 
what Lake Claire neighbors should 
do when calling 911. The 911 repre-
sentative said that whichever call 
center picks up, tell the call taker 
your location first and let them de-
termine where the call needs to go. 
She added that of 8,400 calls, they 
had only 10 complaints. Thornberry 

Next LCN 
Meeting

Thursday Nov. 18
 

Lake Claire Neighbors 
meets every third Thurs-
day of the month at the 
Frazer Center. Meet-
ings begin at 7:00 p.m. 
and are open to all. Sign 
up for the newscast at 
www.lakeclaire.org to get 
the meeting agenda.

proceeds would 
be split evenly 
among the two 
organizations.

3) Neighbor-
hood yard sale 
a n n o u n c e -
ment. Glenn 
announced that 
the neighbor-
hood yard sale 
would take place 
on the coming 
Saturday, Oc-
tober 23. Over 
thirty homes 
had signed up 
to participate. 
Glenn had creat-
ed a map of the 
homes, which 
was posted on 
the website. 

4) Lake 
Claire Hal-
loween parade 
announcement. Glenn announced 
that the Halloween parade, one of 
the longest-running traditions in 
the neighborhood, would be held 
on Saturday, October 30. No one 
was able to take over the organizing 
duties, so this year’s event would 
be more low-key. Parents and kids 
in costume were invited to meet at 
the dead-end of Marlbrook at 4:15 
for the parade, which would begin 
at 4:30. Neighbors not participating 
in the parade were asked to stand 
on the sidelines and cheer. After the 
parade, there would be treats and 
free play in the park, and Glenn 
reminded everyone that the last 
Candler Park Screen on the Green 
movie, Monsters vs. Aliens, would be 
shown that night at 6:30.

A neighbor asked if the neighbor-
hood would be trick-or-treating Sat-
urday or Sunday night. Glenn said 
there had been some discussion on 
the parents’ group about it, but we’d 
probably stick with Sunday.

Another neighbor asked if Bill 
Fleming would still play with his 
band at the Candler Park Market 
on Halloween. Glenn said he would 
find out and send out a newscast 
with the details.

5) Public safety report. Valen-

Park. Hudson 
said probably 
close to $25,000. 

Sara Tomson-
Hooper thanked 
Hudson for 
supporting the 
neighborhood on 
the MARTA Mo-
bility bus issue 
but said there 
was still a prob-
lem with staging. 
Hudson said she 
would ask the 
church [Clifton 
Sanctuary Min-
istries—Ed.] to 
see if they could 
stage there. Elise 
Cormier said 
that a lot of peo-
ple live around 
Clifton too, and 
it would not be 

a better solution. When a neighbor 
suggested the Candler Park MAR-
TA station parking lot, Hudson said 
it would be too far. Kathy asked if 
she would look into why the drivers 
had to leave the buses running while 
they waited, and Hudson said she’d 
look into it.

6) Update on 911 issues. Terri 
Thornberry, director of 911 Com-
munications for the Atlanta Police 
Department, was introduced to talk 
about recent problems among neigh-
bors who have called 911. She began 
by giving her background with 911 
and an overview of the processes at 
911. She explained that there are 
eleven call takers in Atlanta who 
work three shifts: 7 am–3 pm, 3–11 
pm, and 11 pm–7 am. Even when 
fully staffed, the lines can be quickly 
overrun with calls. Thornberry also 
explained the process of hiring a call 
taker, which, with all the testing, 
interviews, and training, can take 
forty weeks.

To put things in perspective, she 
explained that during the week of 
October 4–10 at the Atlanta call cen-
ter, nearly 20,000 calls were taken. 

A neighbor asked why you must be 
routed to 911 if you have a minor car 
accident. Thornberry explained that continued on page 11
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continued from page 10
said that of the 18,750 calls the 
week of October 4–10, 16,400 were 
answered in ten seconds or less. The 
standard is to answer at least 90 
percent in 10 seconds or less.

Katie Brady offered to follow 
up with 911 for an article for the 
Clarion.

7) APD update. Officer Sinks 
talked about recent robberies in 
Kirkwood and the Highlands. Two 
people had been picked up in con-
nection with the robberies. He urged 
neighbors to be aware of their sur-
roundings and call 911 if anything 
seemed suspicious. He said that 
generally crime was down on the 
evening shift in the neighborhood.

Emily Veazey asked about reports 
of a light-colored sedan that had 
been mentioned in connection with 
recent robberies. Did it have South 
Carolina plates? The officer said he 
had not heard that, but they’d only 
been getting vague reports on the 
vehicle.

8) Update on Harold Avenue 
greenspace. Elise Cormier, VP of 
Environment for LCN, spoke about 
the planting plan she had done for 
the Harold Avenue greenspace. She 
gave background on the land and 
then passed out the before images 
and after images. She invited neigh-
bors to help implement the plan or 
donate a native plant. Sarah Wynn 
asked if food sources for birds that 
are taken out would be replaced. 
Elise said they would.

the committee members could 
take turns each month leading the 
neighborhood meeting and respond-
ing to emails and calls. In order to 
implement this model, the bylaws 
would have to be changed, and the 
vote for president would have to be 
deferred.

Glenn then discussed the various 
executive committee roles and an-
nounced who had been nominated so 
far. Cara Stevens would run again 
for treasurer. Heidi Hill would run 
for VP of Communications. Tish 
Ganey has volunteered to take on 
the role of webmaster and convert 
our website to a blog format. Dan 
White would run again for VP of 
Zoning. Robby Handley, who creat-
ed the garden at Clifton, had asked 
to be nominated for VP of Environ-
ment. Jen Horn, the current VP of 
Public Safety, had not announced if 
she would run again. Kathy Evans 
and Jen Sams had agreed to run 
again as the NPU rep and the NPU 
rep alternate, respectively. Cynthia 
Baer had volunteered to run as VP 
of Fun[d]raising. 

A neighbor asked about the stipu-
lation that nominees must have 
attended at least four neighbor-
hood meetings in the year. Glenn 
explained that the committee felt 
that attendance at other neighbor-
hood meetings, such as for the home 
tour or the dog park exploratory 
committees, counted toward this 
requirement.

Glenn asked about a time frame 
for the planting. Elise said plant-
ing would begin this fall in early 
November and pick up again in 
the spring. She added that another 
way to help with the effort is to re-
move invasive plants from our own 
yards, whose seeds get delivered to 
the greenspace by birds. She spoke 
about a proposed native plant sale, 
and a neighbor offered that some 
neighbors may have native plants in 
their yards they’d like to donate.

9) Clarion staff positions and 
openings. I gave a brief of descrip-
tion of the four roles: distribution, 
layout & design, advertising, and 
editorial. We are currently seek-
ing an advertising volunteer. [See 
information in this issue of the 
Clarion.—Ed.] The position of edi-
tor will be open as of January 2011. 
Contact me at editor@ lakeclaire.org 
with interest or for more details.

10) Officer nominations for the 
neighborhood executive com-
mittee in 2011. Glenn explained 
that nominations would be accepted 
at this meeting and voted on in No-
vember. He also announced that if 
no one stepped forward as a nomi-
nee for president, a suggestion had 
been made that the organization 
could use a different model, with 
all executive committee members 
sharing the president duties. Kathy 
Evans explained that the committee 
is already cooperative and shares in 
decision making. In this new model, 

Katie Brady nominated Kevin 
Tomson-Hooper for VP of Zoning. 

A discussion ensued about chang-
ing the model of the presidency. One 
neighbor voiced a concern about the 
proposed shared presidency. Glenn 
said that the committee could con-
sider rotating duties as discussed 
in the absence of a nominee. The 
next year, the neighborhood could 
go back to the original model if 
a nominee stepped forward. The 
neighbor asked if having co-presi-
dents was an option. Glenn said it 
hadn’t been considered, but it could 
be discussed. He added that if the 
role wasn’t filled, the executive com-
mittee could appoint someone.

A neighbor asked if nominations 
were closed after tonight, or could 
they be emailed before the next 
month’s meeting. Glenn said he 
would have to check the bylaws. 
Next month, those running uncon-
tested would be elected; in the case 
of VP of Zoning, there would be a 
vote. Glenn explained that the by-
laws could be found on the website.

Sarah Wynn, the outgoing liaison 
to Clifton Sanctuary Ministries, 
stepped forward and nominated 
herself for president. Much clapping 
ensued.

Glenn ended the meeting by say-
ing that the land-use voting item 
had been deferred at the applicant’s 
request.

The meeting was adjourned at       
8:47 pm.
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Personal and Business 
Classifieds
Personal classified ads are free. Business classified ads 
are ONLY $3 per line prepaid! For more info, contact new
sletter@lakeclaire.org. To submit an ad by mail, send it to 
Lake Claire Neighbors, P.O. Box 5942, Atlanta, GA 31107, 
and include a check made out to Lake Claire Neighbors. 
Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.

MINOR HOME REPAIRS, INSTALLATIONS: 
Plumbing, phone/cable, misc. repairs. 20 
years experience in neighborhood, references. 
Glassman Home Repair.  404 - 704 - 5546 or email 
nglassman5@gmail.com.

RESCUED KITTENS FOR ADOPTION Rescued 
kittens looking for home - sweet - home! I’m a 
Candler Park Mama, and animal foster Mama for our 
local communities animals in need of rescue. Please 
call Kate at:
404-228-6622 katherine.branch@ gmail. See: http:
//katebranchbrowne.blogspot.com/ for information. 
Thank you!

HANDYMAN/LIGHT ELECTRICAL  Neighborhood 
References, No job too small, Jacob Franklin: 404-
863-7657

CANDLER PARK YARD CREW  Yard Cleanup/Rake 
and Bag, Pruning/Trimming, References Available, 
Matt - 678-754-1095

DAWN AURA’S CAREGIVING   Private elder care 
- all duties from gal friday to personal hygiene. 
Also after-school childcare. Caring people person, 
17 years experience, many local references, safe 
vehicle, also avail. evenings and overnights. 404-
378-6815, dawnaura12@gmail.com
  
PROFESSIONAL NANNY AVAIL   For infant or 
toddler care. Seeking full time, long term position, 
30 hour min. 10 years experience with great local 
references. Nurturing, dependable, conscientious, 
clean and neat. Own vehicle. Jennifer Cote, 404-
447-4291

ABOVE THE HEDGES  Hot’lanta Summer and livin’ 
should be EASY!  Sip a Mint Julep and let us make 
cool work of landscape chores.  Design, Installations, 
or Maintenance.  Ask about our bi-weekly deal--nice 
on your budget!  Free Estimates -- Licensed & Insured 
- Admiration Guaranteed! 770-621 (YARD) 9273

PIANO TUNING, REPAIR, REBUILDING, SALES  
Jane Purtzer 404-378-8310

Biscuits & Bellyrubs             by Anna Trodglen

Upcoming Events at the Land Trust

November 7, 3–6 pm: “Keep the Trust” volunteer workday. Pizza will be 
served when we finish. Also, volunteers will receive a free pass to the next 
drum circle.
November 21, 3–6 pm: “Keep the Trust” volunteer workday. Pizza will be 
served when we finish. Also, volunteers will receive a free pass to the next 
drum circle.
December 4: Annual Holiday Craft Sale. Start making your crafts now and 
planning something tasty to bake!

The Lake Claire Community Land Trust is located at the end of Arizona Avenue, 
three blocks off McLendon. To learn more about us, to join one of our five email 
lists, to make a tax-deductible donation, or to contact us with questions or feed-
back, visit us at www.LCCLT.org. Drop by, get in touch, and get involved!


